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9:30 am Worship Only 

Annual Meeting and 

Potluck Following 

 

February 7 

Ladies Night Out 
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Open to SPLC Members 

and Current Families 
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Preschool Registration 

Open House 
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Return to the Lord! 
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They brought to him a deaf man who had an 

impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay 

his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away 

from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and 

he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to 

heaven, he sighed and said to him, "Ephphatha!" 

that is, "Be opened." And immediately his ears were 

opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke 

plainly. 
                  Mark 7:32-37 

  From the Gospel for February 16  
 

Ephphatha! Now there is a 
word that you do not find 
yourself using in most of 
your daily conversations. 
(At least, I am willing to 
guess that it is not a part of 
your daily vocabulary. I 
know it is not a part of 
mine.) 
 
And yet it is an important 
word even though it is only recorded once in the New 
Testament. Mark’s Gospel gives us this astonishing 
account of our loving Lord Jesus healing a deaf man 
with a speech impediment. He did this miracle 
privately, away from the crowd. His touch and his 
words brought healing and wholeness to the man. 
Jesus touched the man, looked to heaven, and with a 
deep sigh said, “Be opened!” And we read that his 
ears were opened and his tongue was released. 
 
Ephphatha! What a fitting word for each of us as 
Christians. God comes to each of us personally and 
touches us through the waters of Holy Baptism and 
the bread and wine of Holy Communion and through 
the Word. God’s care is focused on each of us that we 
may be whole and have life as God intended. Touched 
by the personal healing of Christ in our souls, freed 
from the threat of eternal death, we have been 
blessed according to our needs. 
 
Upon receiving such unmerited grace and love, is 
there any response we can have other than thanks 
and praise? Yet too often, we fail to see God’s 
blessings in our daily lives. Too often, we are like the 
man in today’s story before he was healed. We are 
unable to hear the Good News and we are unable or 
unwilling to speak it. 

Think of all the things in our lives that get in the way 
of our hearing God’s Word and vision for us. Think 
about all the reasons we are able to come up with for 
not witnessing our faith in Jesus Christ. To each of 
these reasons and impediments Jesus comes, 
touches us, sighs, and then proclaims, “Ephphatha!”  
 
It is Jesus who has the desire and the power to give 
us new life. It is Jesus who wants us to “be opened” 
to experience life to its fullest as his disciples. It is 
Jesus who calls us to “be opened” to the workings of 
the Holy Spirit within us and around us. 
 
As individuals and as a community of faith in this time 
and this place let us come to Jesus that he may touch 
us and unstop our ears and release our tongues.  Let 
us share the Good News that “He has done everything 
well!” 
 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Geier 
 

 
- AMONG OUR OWN - 

 

Congratulations to… 
Molly Lynne DeGrote (daughter of Vinnie and 
Jessica DeGrote) blessings on her baptism 
Evelyn Lucille Holman (daughter of Nicholas and 
Katrina Holman) blessings on her baptism 
 

Sympathies to… 
Jim Zeimet and family as they mourn the death of 
his sister, Regina Collins 
 

 
FEBRUARY SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
February 2  Mark 5:21-43 
   Jairus’ Daughter Healed 
 

February 9  Mark 6:1-29 
   Death of John the Baptist 
 

February 16 Mark 7:1-23 
   What Defiles? 
 

February 23 Mark 8:27-9:8 
   Transfiguration 
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Preschool Chatter 
Well, the New Year is in full swing. Preschool has 
been very busy getting back into our routines, which 
is great for children and teachers alike. The 
preschoolers enjoyed learning about snow, polar 
animals, dinosaurs, and transportation. Some of the 
highlighted activities included playing in snow both 
inside and outside, learning how penguins stay warm, 
dancing like dinosaurs, and designing our class box 
cars. We also got back into our routine of having 
chapel with Pastor Geier twice a month. This year’s 
chapel time is based off a frolic book series - Little 
Steps Big Faith. The series has animal friends who 
find themselves in all different situations and how they 
ask God to help them. The books are great because 
the situations are things preschoolers can relate to 
such as sharing, making new friends, listening to 
others ideas etc. Pastor adds some fun voices and a 
bible verse after each lesson to really engage the 
children and, of course, we end with “Jesus Loves 
Me.” 
 
Just a 
reminder- 
registration 
for the 2020-
21 school 
year will 
begin for 
current 
preschool 
families as 
well as 
church  
families on February 18 at 8:00 am.  Forms will be 
available on the welcome center or online starting 
Sunday, February 16. If you know someone who is not 
a member, but would like to join our preschool family 
next year please invite them to our public open house 
on Monday February 24 from 6-7 pm. Our 2019-20 
preschool sessions will be M/W/F 9 am-noon, T/Th 9 
am-noon, and possibly T/Th 12:30 pm-3:30 pm. The 
afternoon class will only run if we have at least 8 
students. Feel free to follow us on Facebook at St 
Philip’s Preschool for more information as the 
registration time gets closer! 
 
Becky Kaphing and Lorelei Rein  
Preschool Co-Directors  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
SHARING AND CARING HANDS - Saturday, 
February 8 St. Philip’s along with Our Saviour’s will be 
providing a chili meal at Sharing and Caring Hands.  
The items needed are: 
 

Chili 
Shredded Cheddar Cheese 

Onions 
Saltine Crackers 

Sour Cream 
Desserts 

 

Please sign up on the kiosk for your items you would 
be willing to provide.  Please bring your items to Our 
Saviour’s between 9:00-9:45 am on Saturday, 
February 8.  Any questions? Contact Elaine Wilber at 
437-7397. 
 
 

 

REMINDER! 
* FEBRUARY 2 *  

 

St. Philip’s  
Annual Meeting Sunday 

 
 ONE SERVICE at 9:30 am 

 
 NO Sunday School                               

or Worship Wanderers 

 
 ANNUAL MEETING              

following 9:30 am service  

 
 POTLUCK and time for 

fellowship following meeting 

 
Those planning to come to the 

potluck lunch may bring  
something to share: 

 

Last Name Starting with… 
 

 A-I = Main Dish 
J-R = Salad 

S-Z = Dessert 
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Thank You! 
Thank you to all the congregation members who 
donated items and/or their time to make the Secret 
Santa Shop in December a success.  187 children 
from Hastings picked out over 1000 gifts for family 
members celebrating the joy of giving.   
 

Vicki Pavlish 
 

 

THANK YOU FOR RETURNING YOUR 2020 
PLEDGE CARD.  The Stewardship Ministry Team 
worked to bring meaning and life to its fall stewardship 
theme "God, Grace, Gratitude, How are they 
Connected". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The two-month focus on this theme resulted in 149 
pledge cards returned. The Stewardship Team along 
with budget planners and the Church Council offer 
their sincere thanks for all cards returned.  The return 
of completed pledge cards represents a portion of the 
anticipated income to the church and the earnest 
commitment from each giver to do all they can to 
provide a stated level of giving in response to God's 
grace and blessings accorded to them. It is one's 
personal faith put into practice.  
 

Pledged income for 2020 from 119 of the returned 
pledge cards is $330,851. This is $8200 more than the 
previous year.  The pledged total represents 60% of 
St. Philip's expected expenses. A budget is drawn 
with the faith that the balance of what St. Philip's will 
need to meet its operational costs will be met by non-
pledged gifts which will need to reach $218,000. We 
offer our thanks in advance for the balance of financial 
giving that will meet St. Philip's ministry goals.   
 

With diligence and the sound practice of good 
stewardship and faith in the entire congregation, a 
budget will be adopted and the ministry of St. Philip's 
is expected to flourish.  
 

2019 Stewardship Team Members, Gerry Cardinal, 
Gerri Lundby, Al Todnem, Ron Wegener, LuAnn 
Rechtzigel, Sam Willis and Glenda Schnirring, Chair  

THANK YOU! 
 

Dale and I would like to thank our St. Philip’s family for 
the care and concern you have displayed toward us 
over the past many months of my illness. 
 

Your prayers, cards, hospital visits, sweets, and 
telephone calls have been greatly appreciated.  We 
especially thank those of you who have transported 
Dale to hospitals in the Twin Cities and also to those 
friends who helped Dale prepare a new bedroom for 
me by moving furniture and assembling a new bed. 
 

Your encouragement and support in helping us deal 
with so many things has been a true blessing. 
 

Ron and Dale Wegener 
 
 

Return to the Lord! 
Lent begins Wednesday, February 26 

 
Lent is a season of repentance and preparation 
culminating with Holy Week and Easter. This year Ash 
Wednesday is February 26 and we will begin our 
preaching series, “Return to the Lord!” Our Mid-Week 
Lenten Services begin at 7:00 pm. 
 

February 26  Return to the Lord We Know 
 

March 4 Return to the Lord Who Has 
Redeemed You 

 

March 11 Return to the Lord Who Will 
Restore You 

 

March 18  Return to the Lord Who Will 
Raise You Up 

 

March 25  Return to the Lord Who Does 
Not Change 

 

April 1 Return to the Lord Who Does 
Not Tire of Calling You 

 

April 9  Maundy Thursday 
 

April 10  Good Friday 
 

April 12  EASTER! 
 

 

COMMUNION ASSISTANCE - St. Philip’s would like 
to accommodate everyone at communion.  For those 
who would find it easier to have individual cups served 
to them, please hold out your hands to the wine server 
and ask them to serve you.  The wine server will then 
hand you a cup.  For those who have difficulty 
walking, please tell an usher and the servers will serve 
you at your seat.   
 

The Worship and Music Ministry Team  
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LUTHERAN NIGHT AT THE TWINS – Tuesday, July 
28 at 7:10 pm.  Fifty seats have been reserved for St. 

Philip's members 
and their friends who 
will want to attend the 
2020 Lutheran night 
baseball game with 
the LA Dodgers. 
 

This is a fun evening 
of being at beautiful 
Target field with a 

few thousand Twins fans, 
with a large number of 
them from congregations 
like St. Philip's. 
Wheelchair seats for folks 
preferring that choice can 
be secured.  
 

Tickets will be $29 each 
in section S which is where we were last year. We'd 

be in rows 11-14.   
Transportation to the 
game would be of your 
own plan. Metro transit 
has been convenient 
for many. We also 
ride-share once we 
see who's wanting to 
go. Save your money, 

save the date, for an enjoyable summer outing.  See 
Glenda Schnirring for any other details. A sign up 
poster will appear as the season begins.  
 

 

ST. PHILIP’S GARAGE AND PLANT SALE WILL 
BE JUNE 6.   Save the date for the 
SPLC Garage and Plant Sale!  Be 
thinking and saving good items for 
our 2020 Garage and Plant Sale.  
As you make changes in your 
décor or discover you do not have 
the need for some nice cookware, 
lawn tools, home décor, linens, 
puzzles, furniture, books, or clothing and shoes for 
kids or adults, set them aside for the Garage Sale.  
This one-day sale builds community both within our 
church and our outside neighbors.  $18,536 was 
generated for SPLC ministries through the sale of 
plants and goods in 2019!   
 

The first garage and plant sale meeting will be 
Monday, March 30 and 6:30 pm in the youth room.  
This meeting is open to all interested in helping with 
the sale.   

CONFIRMATION MENTORS - Would you consider 
spending time with our confirmands? Starting in late 
February, students in 7th, 8th and 9th grade will be 
searching out mentors to commit to meeting over 
Lent. This is an exciting experience the youth look 
forward to every year and many adults do as well. It’s 
a special time to make connections.  
 
Frequently asked questions: 
 
How much of a commitment is mentoring?  
Mentors are asked to meet with their mentees 5 times 
over the season of Lent. Each meeting should be 
about 1 hour.  Mentors and mentees are also 
encouraged to worship together. There will be a 
Mentor meeting in early March and a mentor coaching 
time (totally optional) will also be offered. 
  
What do we talk about? 
Curriculum is provided! Everything from ‘getting to 
know you’ kind of questions to meaningful, topical 
questions come together to give great jump off points. 
We even try to match the mentor packet with the 
sermon series during Lent to create even more 
common ground. This doesn’t mean groups only talk 
about the provided packet, but it definitely gives a 
place to start. 
 
How does this all work? Do we have to meet 
Wednesday nights?  
Arrangements between mentors and mentees vary! It 
all depends on the families involved. Parents of 
confirmands are included in all of this process. Times 
that the mentor and mentee can meet in public places 
(which include church, coffee shop, restaurants, 
library, etc.) can be arranged through the mentor and 
mentee family. That might mean Sunday mornings 
work or Wednesday before worship. Sometimes it 
might mean meeting up to go bowling on a Saturday 
afternoon and fitting in the conversation between rolls. 
The mentor/mentee relationship is supposed to be 
different for everyone—unique and special. 
 
How do I sign up? 
The confirmands are encouraged to seek out their 
own mentor and ask them directly to be their mentor. 
If confirmands aren’t sure who to ask, we can provide 
them with a few people they can ask, so if you’d like 
to mentor this year, please let Pastor know and he will 
add you to my ‘willing to mentor’ list. That doesn’t 
necessarily mean you’ll be asked but it does mean 
when a confirmation student asks who they should 
contact, we will include your name. 
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BUTTER BRAID ORDERS WILL BE TAKEN 
February 2-March 1. Delivery date for these yummy 
treats is March 11. This is a great opportunity for camp 
families to raise money for Bible camp. This is also a 
special time for church family to purchase special 
treats and support Bible Campers. If you’d like to order 
and haven’t been asked, please contact the office and 
we will send a camper your way! 
 

 
PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION for SPLC members 

and current students starts 
Tuesday, February 18 at 
8:00 am.  Forms will be 
online or on the welcome 
center February 16.   
Registration to the public is 
on Monday, February 24 

from 6:00-7:00 pm at the Preschool Open House. 
 

 
ADULT SPIRITUAL GROWTH – Your ideas wanted! 
After the SPLC Budget Review forums (last one on 
January 26) and the Annual Meeting on February 2, 
the Adult Spiritual Growth forums will resume on 
February 9. We hope you’ll attend this 45-minute 
session at 9:35 am in the Learning Room to hear 
about some of the exciting things being planned for 
the February-May period and then to offer your ideas 
for topics you’d like to explore to enhance your 
spiritual growth and understanding. So, grab a coffee 
and join us for an informative session. 
 

LADIES NIGHT:  Kick the Sick! 
Friday, February 7 from 6-8 pm 
Health Solutions Center,  
117 3rd Street West, Hastings 
 
Enjoy a night of fellowship, food, 
and fun!  Dr. Emily Hauck will be leading an interactive 
discussion on things you can do to improve the 
immune function for you and your family.  We will also 
be tasting healthy snack options, sip some wine, and 
enjoy some friendly competition.  Sign up 
between services. Cost $15.  Hope you can join us!  
 

 
MUSICAL REHEARSALS HAVE BEGUN but there’s 
still time to join.  Kids in grades 2-8 are invited to join 
the Children’s Choir in the presentation of a 
musical.  The musical will be presented on March 
29.  Rehearsal times are on the posted on the music 
bulletin board.  Questions?  Call or talk to Ellen 
Diischer at 651-470-6160.   

SUMMER 2020 BIBLE CAMP - Registration for Bible 
Camp is open now with early bird discounts through 
February 14 (save $40 per camper!) 

 

St. Philip’s will be heading to camp during ‘Week 2’ 
June 21-26. Every year, St. Philip’s sponsors the bus, 
and every year we hope to fill it with children and 
youth!  Fundraising opportunities are available to 
make camp affordable and full camperships are 
available through Green Lake making the cost of 
camp reasonable at any budget.  You can register 
online at www.gllm.org.  After you register, please let 
Pastor know so you can be in the loop for fundraising, 
bussing information, and other details as they come 
up. 
 

Remember Early Bird discount of $40 per camper is 
available through February 14. The cost of camp does 
NOT need to be paid at that time.  
 

Available for different ages (check the overlap, some 
grades can choose which camp suits them better.  If 
you have questions, please let Pastor know and he 
will be happy to answer.  
 

1st-4th graders: Half Blast – go to camp for just a taste 
(this is a Sunday-Tuesday evening program.  Parents 
would need to pick up their student on Tuesday 
evening). 
 

2nd-5th graders: Andy’s Gang – this week at camp will 
include all the fun Shores of St. Andrew has to offer. 
Long afternoons on the beach, hiking at Sibley State 
Park, raiding the kitchen, Bible study, music and more 
go into making lasting memories. 
 

5th-7th graders: Trailblazers – this week at camp will 
be at Shores . All the favorites will be available at 
Shores with the added bonus of new programming 
just for the camp ‘big kids’.  
 

7th-9th graders: Stargazers at Green Lake – stay up 
late, sleep in, and get all the fun of camp while 
exploring the woods and beyond. 
 

9th-12th graders: M.O.B (Members of the Body) – High 
Schoolers have a blast at camp, too, and MOB is just 
for them.  
 

10th-12th graders: S.I.T (Staff in Training) – Are you 
thinking being a camp counselor is in your future? 
Sign up for SIT! Throughout the week, you’ll be a 
camper…who has opportunities to learn more about 
what it means to be a counselor. You’ll be part of 
worship planning, game leading, and more as you 
have a great week at camp. 

http://www.gllm.org/


THE PHILIPPIAN   February 2020 7 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 2019 - Over 500 worshippers 
came to St. Philip's to reflect and honor the birth of 
Jesus. Services were conducted at 3:30 and 5:30 pm.  
Music was provided by Unity, the Handbell choir, 
string instruments and a vocal solo.  

 

Members of Unity offered music at 3:30 pm.  
Pictured are Glenda Schnirring, Al Todnem, Dan 
Retka, Vonnie Olson, Director Noreen Swanson,  

and Deborah Dreher 
 

 
Pictured at left is Ellen Diischer of the 11-member 
Handbell choir which offered outstanding musical 

offerings Christmas Eve 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STEVE WOLVERTON 
PRACTICES HIS 
PERSONAL  
STEWARDSHIP - Steve 
Wolverton gave his gift of 
personal time to being at 
a Salvation Army red 
kettle in front of Cub 
market during Christmas.  
He enjoyed greeting a 
number of people from St. 
Philip's. Thank you, Steve 
for doing what we know 
can be a cold and 
challenging job.  
 

Noreen Swanson at 
the organ and Sam 
Willis at piano led  
the service finale 

 "Joy to the World" 

The sanctuary was beautified with poinsettia plants 
honoring the lives of people past and present 

A meaningful time of each worship service was 
when each worshipper held a lit candle as they 

sang Silent “Night” 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 
Gregory Geier, Pastor 
   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 
Noreen Swanson, Organist 
Ellen Diischer, Music Director 
   ellend@splchastings.org 
Nathan Griner 
   nathang@splchastings.org 
Christine Rydel, Business Manager 
  christiner@splchastings.org 
John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 
 johnd@splchastings.org 
Becky Kaphing, Preschool Co-Director  
   preschool@splchastings.org 
Lorelei Rein, Preschool Co-Director  
   preschool@splchastings.org 
Lista Klocow, Office Manager 
   listak@splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1401 West 15th Street  
Hastings, Minnesota 
651-437-6541 
www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S PRESCHOOL 
www.splchastings.org 
 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 
Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Worship Service Times: 
8:30 and 10:30 am  
 

Holy Communion offered every Sunday  

 

 

ST. PHILIP’S   
ANNUAL MEETING  

SUNDAY 
 

* FEBRUARY 2 *  
 

ONE SERVICE at 9:30 am 
 

NO Sunday School                               

or Worship Wanderers 
 

ANNUAL MEETING              

following 9:30 am service 
 

POTLUCK and time for 

fellowship following meeting 
 

 

mailto:nathang@splchastings.org
mailto:preschool@splchastings.org
mailto:preschool@splchastings.org

